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PREFACE 
With this issue, Advances in Hyperbolic Partial Differential Equations celebrates its sixth volume 
and its seventh year of existence. As founding editor, and current co-editor, I would like to thank 
all those authors who have considered AHPDE as a place to submit manuscripts. We hope that 
you will continue to do so and to encourage others to do the same. 
Advances in Hyperbolic Partial Differential Equations was found out of a very personal and 
selfish need to understand the dynamics of the McKrendrick-Von Foerster equations. In partic- 
ular, I was interested in the issue of parameter estimation problems and numerical integration 
algorithms for the system. At the time, 1982, little work had been done on either of these prob- 
lems. The issue of numerical integration was barely touched. And the results were discouraging. 
The algorithms were unstable and inaccurate. The question of parameter estimation of mortality 
and fecundity parameters was address by Kalaba and Witten, from a theoretical perspective. 
However, as the results depended upon an accurate algorithm for the numerical integration of 
this system, the work proceeded no further. 
Over the years I have given a myriad of talks on open problems in the area of population dy- 
namics models. One of the primary issues was the numerical integration of the McKendrick/Von 
Foerster equations. That issue has, in some sense, been laid to rest. This volume presents a
number of proposed algorithms. Perhaps now, with the growing interest in the original questions 
I proposed in 1982, the numerical issues related to this system will lead to better insights into 
the dynamics of realworld dynamics. And, in doing so, lead us to better models of our world. 
Authors wishing to submit manuscripts to this series should contact either: Dr. S. K. Dey, 
Department of Mathematics, Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL, USA, or Dr. Matthew 
Witten, Center for High Performance Computing, Balcones Research Center, 1.154 CMS, 10100 
North Burnet Road, Austin, TX 78758 USA. The e-mail addresses for Matthew Witten are: 
XXVB742@UTCItPC.BITNET or XXVBT~2@CHPC. UTEXAS.EDU 
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